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obtained his first opening when, on the 6th February, President
Hindenburg, on the strength of his powers under Article 48 of the
Weimar Constitution, overrode the recent judgment of the Supreme
Court of the Reich and vested in Herr von Papen the powers which
the Court had adjudged to the constitutional Prussian Government.
Immediately the Prussian Landtag was dissolved, and the new
elections, which were held on the 5th March concurrently with those
for the Reichstag, then yielded substantially proportionate results.
In preparation for the elections, Captain Goring dismissed, wholesale,
the representatives of the opposition parties in the Prussian civil
service on the 13th February; instructed the Prussian provincial
governors on the 14th February that the Nazi S.A. and the Nationalist
Stahlhelm were to be enrolled as auxiliary police and were to be
supplied with arms; and issued, on the 20th February, an order to
the Prussian Police that they were to 'maintain the best relations'
with 'the patriotic associations'- and were to use cthe most drastic
methods' in combating 'the activities of subversive organizations'.
Communist terrorist acts [this order laid down] are to be proceeded
against with all severity; and, when necessary, weapons must be ruth-
lessly used. Police officers who in the execution of this duty use their
fire-arms will be supported by me without regard for the effect of their
shots; on the other hand, officers who fail from false considerateness may
expect disciplinary measures.
The "instruction' of the 14th February for the use of the Coalition's
'private armies' as auxiliary police was followed up on the 24th
February by an corder' to that effect.
Captain Goring found his next opening three days later in the
abortive attempt to burn the Reichstag Building—a providential
'act of God', on the eve of the elections, which Captain Goring took
as a mandate to smite the Communists, as Moses had girt himself
to smite the Egyptians after hearing the voice in the burning bush.
The next day, the 28th February, President Hindenburg signed an
emergency decree, applying to all the Lander of the Reich, which
imposed the death penalty for a number of offences, besides suspend-
ing the articles in the Weimar Constitution guaranteeing personal
liberty, freedom of expression of opinion, freedom of the Press,
freedom from domiciliary visits, the right to hold meetings and form
associations, and the privacy of the postal, telegraph and telephone
service. Instantaneously, the police campaign which was already in
process against all the opposition parties was carried to extremes
against the Communists. On the 28th February, itself, Captain
G5ring arrested all the Communist deputies in the Reichstag and the

